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TheAustr ian Public Health Institute 
ÖBIG - established in 1973

GÖG/ÖBIG - currently about 100 employees in 7 
different working fields
-Health Care Planning

-Health Reporting

-Health Economics 

-Health Promotion & Prevention

-Long Term Care

-Health profession

-Transfusion & Transplantation
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Exper ience in Public Health 
Repor ting

•Public Health Reports on ..

•national level (annual)

•regional level (every 5 years)

•community level (first time)

•socially disadvantaged groups

•International cooperation: 
EUPHIX, IN-EUPHIX, ENHIS
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Austrian Health Information system (ÖGIS)

•Start of implementation in 1991
•Combination of data sources in one analysis tool (based on GIS technology)
•Sources of health data

� Mortality Statistics & Life Expectancy (ST.AT, fee, timeliness Ö, reliability Ö, completeness Ö) 
� Cancer Registry (ST.AT, fee, timeliness Ø, reliability », completeness ») 
� Hospital Admissions  Statistics (MoH, free of charge, timeliness Ö, reliability », completeness Ö)
� Military Check-up Data (MoD, free of charge, timeliness », reliability Ö, completeness Ö) 
� Traffic Accidents (KfV, fee, timeliness Ö, reliability Ö, completeness Ö) 
� Health Interview Surveys & health behaviour (ST.AT, fee, timeliness », reliability Ö, completeness Ö) 
� Population Census & socio-economic / housing (ST.AT, fee, timeliness », reliability Ö, completeness Ö) 

•Personal ID: Partially single-person-datasets (anonymous)

•High spatial resolution for almost all data sources (2.300 municipalities / communities)

•Periodical updates
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Advantage

•Easy to use tool: Tables, maps, graphs, trends, regression

•Comparability and stability

•High user rate within GÖG/ÖBIG

•Standard populations (Austria, Europe, WHO)

•Statistical analyses resolving time and space at maximum level 
of resolution ® “monitoring”
•Usefulness of data linkage for public health policy and practice: 
Identifying “PH priority regions” and “hot spots”, “health goals”
•Providing information for policy development, for monitoring and
evaluating policy effectiveness (“Public Health action cycle”)
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Problems and challenges

•Continuous networking; updating the Database

•Inclusion of new data sets

•Issue of data protection (e.g. no survival rates)
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ÖGIS data used for

•Health reporting (Monitoring)

•Health care planning 

•Benchmarking

•Data analysis on demand (fee)

•Interface for free data: http://regis.oebig.at
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http://regis.oebig.at
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Potential EUPHIX goals

• Improving data comparability between countries
• Data availability on sub-national levels (NUTS2/3)
• Cooperation and harmonization with other relevant 

projects (ECHIM), Eurostat, OECD, WHO…
• Establishment of a European wide network of 

experts on the “Public Health Action Cycle”
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European-Union-wide „Public Health Action Cycle“
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Thank you for your attention!


